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SUBJECT: LOS - MESSAGE TO THE SECRETARY FROM AUSTRIAN 
FOREIGN MINISTER 

1 . THERE FOLLOWS TEXT OF MESSAGE TO THE SECRETARY FROM 
THE AUSTRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER DATED AUGUST 20 IN RESPONSE 
TO THE SECRETARY'S MESSAGE OF AUGUST 3. THIS MESSAGE WAS 
DELIVERED BY THE AUSTRIAN EMBASSY ON AUGUST 23. 

2. BEGIN TEXT. QTE. DEAR MR. SECRETARY OF STATE, IN 
REPLY TO YOUR LETTER OF AUGUST 3, 1 WOULD LIKE TO ASSURE 
YOU THAT AUSTRIA CONTINUES TO ATTACHTHE GREATEST 
IMPORTANCE TO THE ONGOING NEGOTIATIONS IN THE LAW OF THE 
SEA CONFERENCE. THIS ATTITUDE HAS MARKED THE PARTICI- 
PATION OF AUSTRIAN DELEGATIONS IN ALL PREVIOUS SESSIONS OF 
THE CONFERENCE AND CONTINUES TO INSPIRE THE AUSTRIAN 
REPRESENTATIVES AT THE CURRENT SESSION. 

MY GOVERNMENT IS ALSO AWARE OF THE FARREACHING CON- 
SEQUENCES WHICH SUCCESS OR FAILURE OF THE LAW OF THE SEA 
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COUNTRIES, FOR PROGRESS IN THE CODIFICATION OF AND 
RESPECT FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW, AND, ABOVE ALL, FOR INTER- 
NATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY. FOR THESE REASONS, THE 
AUSTRIAN DELEGATION TO THE LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE HAS 
BEEN INSTRUCTED TO DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO WORK FOR 
COMPROMISE SOLUTIONS ACCEPTABLE TO ALL GROUPS. THE 
AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT WOULD CONSIDER IT NOT ONLY REGRETTABLE 
BUT INDEED HIGHLY DANGEROUS TO A FURTHERING OF HARMONIOUS 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, IF INSTEAD OF AN AGREED SETTLE- 
MENT A SERIES OF UNILATERAL ACTIONS WOULD IMPAIR 
OR ALTOGETHER FORESTALL FURTHER NEGOTIATIONS. HOWEVER, 

MY GOVERNMENT IS ALSO OF THE OPINION THAT ANY COMPROMISE 
SOLUTION MUST BE BASED ON A FAIR AND EQUITABLE SHARING 
OF BENEFITS AND RESPONSIBILITIES AMONG ALL INTERESTED 
COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD. 

THE AUSTRIAN DELEGATION HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO STAY 
IN CONSTANT CONTACT WITH THE US-DELEGATION AND I AM 
INFORMED THAT THESE CONTACTS HAVE BEEN TAKING PLACE SINCE 
THE BEGINNING OF THE CONFERENCE. WE ARE LOOKING FOR 
WARD TO CONTINUED CLOSE COOPERATION IN THE INTEREST OF 
TIMELY AND POSITIVE RESULTS OF THE LAW OF THE SEA CON- 
FERENCE WHICH WOULD BE BENEFICIAL TO ALL. SINCERELY, 

ERICH BIELKA END QUOTE. KISSINGER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TEXT, LAW OF THE SEA, DIPLOMATIC NOTES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 30 AUG 1976 

Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: KelleyWO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE215007 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: AGJAMES 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760367-0719 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1976085/aaaaaejv.tel 

Line Count: 84 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: KelleyWO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30 MAR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <30 MAR 2004 by greeneet>; APPROVED <05 AUG 2004 by KelleyW0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LOS - MESSAGE TO THE SECRETARY FROM AUSTRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
TAGS: PLOS, PSDC, AU, US, (KISSINGER, HENRY A), (BIELKA, ERICH) 

To: VIENNA USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



